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Aviation Pioneer J. Herman Banning Makes Historic
Cross-Country Flight On This Day In 1932

The story of J. Herman Banning,
an aviator who made a series of
historic firsts, is an inspiring tale
worthy of being retold for generations
on end.

MUST WATCH: How To Shop
Your Closet [VIDEO]

Born James Herman Banning in Oklahoma in 1899, he would later move
his family to the town of Ames, Iowa in 1919. Enrolling into Iowa State,
Banning briefly studied electrical engineering but later ended his
collegiate career after being called to the skies.
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MUST WATCH: Get Rid Of The “Throwaway Items” In Your
Closet [VIDEO]

Determined and driven to learn more about aviation, he endured denials
to access at area flight schools due to his race. Eventually, an instructor
and army aviator taught Banning privately at the Raymond Fisher’s
Flying Field school in Des Moines. Although Banning didn’t complete
his education, he owned and operated an auto repair shop before a bold
move to Los Angeles would change the entire course of his life.

Banning arrived in Los Angeles in 1929 and began working for the Bessie
Coleman Aero Club, named after the first African American female pilot
who lost her life in a tragic accident in 1926. Banning performed in
various air circuses and even flew Illinois Rep. Oscar De Priest, the first
Black person to serve in Congress since Reconstruction, in an exhibition
event in California.

Along with being the first African American aviator to obtain a flying
license from the U.S. Department of Commerce, Banning and his co-pilot
Thomas C. Allen would embark upon a cross country flight that took
the duo three weeks to complete. The 3, 300 mile flight from Los Angeles
to New York took a total of 42 flight hours, with several stops made to
raise funds for fuel and maintenance. The plane used was constructed of
surplus parts and the pair was nicknamed “The Flying Bohoes” in
several papers.

Just four months later, Banning would return home and attempted to rent
a plane for a San Diego air show but was refused once again due to
racism. Instead, he was a passenger in a biplane with a young,
inexperienced Navy pilot who wanted to impress the older Banning. After
forcing the small plane into a steep climb, the engine would stall and send
the plane crashing to the ground, killing both men. He was 34, ironically
the same age as Bessie Coleman at the time of her death.
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Although he was faced with odds and barriers beyond his control, J.
Herman Banning never let his circumstances cloud his dreams. His
determination, grit and refusal to accept no for an answer are lessons
many folks, young and old, should heed.

2

Tags: James Herman Banning

← Older Post

Daily Links

Search Local Jobs  Go

Jobs in (choose one)

Manpower is looking for a Production
Worker
IA - Central/Des Moines

Manpower is looking for a Digital Color Print
Operator
IA - Central/Des Moines

Travelers Companies, Inc. is looking for a
Account Manager
IA - Central/Des Moines

Apply Today!

Apply Today!

Apply Today!

Recommend
216

http://ct5.addthis.com/static/r07/linkedin019.html?AcrobatWebCapTID17#
http://ct5.addthis.com/static/r07/linkedin019.html?AcrobatWebCapTID17#
http://ct5.addthis.com/static/r07/linkedin019.html?AcrobatWebCapTID17#
http://ct5.addthis.com/static/r07/linkedin019.html?AcrobatWebCapTID17#
http://ct5.addthis.com/static/r07/tweet019.html?AcrobatWebCapTID18#
http://twitter.com/#search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnewsone.com%2F2042414%2Fj-herman-banning-aviator-1932%2F
http://twitter.com/#search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnewsone.com%2F2042414%2Fj-herman-banning-aviator-1932%2F
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/tag/james-herman-banning/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=11999299&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=11999299&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=11999299&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12004266&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12004266&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12004266&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12044375&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12044375&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12044375&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=11999299&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12004266&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
http://www.blackplanet.com/jobs/job/tumri_apply.html?job_id=12044375&omcamp=MONSTER_CV_WIDGET
javascript:void(0)


James Herman Banning: First Black To Fly US Coast To Coast | Breaking News for Black America

http://newsone.com/2042414/j-herman-banning-aviator-1932/[9/20/2012 9:19:21 AM]

Jennifer Hudson's 'Project Runway' Jumpsuit
Shows Up Heidi Klum (PHOTOS) — main.aol.com

Sexually Aggressive Dolphin Tries To 'Get Busy' With Scuba Divers
(VIDEO) — main.aol.com

The Next Big Voice: Lianne La Havas — hellobeautiful.com

Coloring Natural Hair The Right Way [EXCLUSIVE VIDEO] —
hellobeautiful.com

Couple Finds Python Under Car Hood In Africa — main.aol.com

Black and Blonde: Scientists
Uncover Blonde Gene

Sherri Shepherd Discusses
Her Abortions

Diddy Shows Off Private
Pics of His Three Girls

Fantasia Responds to
Pregnancy Rumors!

From NewsOne

7-Year-Old Boy Attempts
Suicide Twice After Bully Forces
Him to Perform Oral Sex on
School Bus [VIDEO]

Magic And The HIV-Positive Girl
Who Changed Him Met 20
Years Ago

Women BEAT DOWN
Laundromat Employee In
Robbery (Caught On Video)

Trayvon Martin’s DNA NOT On
Gun Zimmerman Used To Kill
Teen: Forensics Test

The 11 Most Compelling 9/11

From Around The Web

13 Hotel Secrets You Need to
Know (Reader's Digest)

20 Hot White Guys Who Love
Black Women! (Peep The Best
Couples Past & Present)
(Styleblazer)

Drive to These 8 Beautiful
Waterfalls NOT Named Niagara
(AARP.org)

4-Year-Old Survives Family
Massacre Hidden Beneath Her
Dead Mom for 8 Hours
(CafeMom)

Gay Couple Sues Airline, Not

More Related Content

http://main.aol.com/2012/09/07/jennifer-hudson-project-runway-jumpsuit_n_1871217.html
http://main.aol.com/2012/09/07/jennifer-hudson-project-runway-jumpsuit_n_1871217.html
http://main.aol.com/2012/09/06/frisky-dolphin-tries-to-get-busy-divers_n_1871219.html
http://main.aol.com/2012/09/06/frisky-dolphin-tries-to-get-busy-divers_n_1871219.html
http://hellobeautiful.com/2539301/the-next-big-voice-lianne-la-havas/
http://hellobeautiful.com/2535068/how-to-color-natural-hair/
http://main.aol.com/2012/09/08/marlene-swart-leon-swanepoel-python-car-hood_n_1871213.html
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/black_and_blonde_scientists_uncover_blonde_gene_in_solomon_islands
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/black_and_blonde_scientists_uncover_blonde_gene_in_solomon_islands
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/black_and_blonde_scientists_uncover_blonde_gene_in_solomon_islands
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/sherri_shepherd_i_had_a_lot_of_abortions
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/sherri_shepherd_i_had_a_lot_of_abortions
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/sherri_shepherd_i_had_a_lot_of_abortions
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/diddy_shows_off_private_pics_of_his_three_girls
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/diddy_shows_off_private_pics_of_his_three_girls
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/diddy_shows_off_private_pics_of_his_three_girls
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/fantasia_responds_to_pregnancy_rumors
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/fantasia_responds_to_pregnancy_rumors
http://crowdignite.sheknows.com/fantasia_responds_to_pregnancy_rumors
http://newsone.com/2024251/school-bullying/
http://newsone.com/2024251/school-bullying/
http://newsone.com/2024251/school-bullying/
http://newsone.com/2024251/school-bullying/
http://newsone.com/2016351/magic-johnson-hiv/
http://newsone.com/2016351/magic-johnson-hiv/
http://newsone.com/2016351/magic-johnson-hiv/
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/2042413/women-beat-laundermat-employee-in-the-bronx/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://newsone.com/2042442/george-zimmerman-dna-gun-trayvon-martin/
http://newsone.com/742485/the-11-most-compelling-911-conspiracy-theories/
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/13-things-your-hotel-desk-clerk-wont-tell-you/
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/13-things-your-hotel-desk-clerk-wont-tell-you/
http://styleblazer.com/71430/20-hot-white-guys-who-love-black-women-peep-the-best-couples-past-present/
http://styleblazer.com/71430/20-hot-white-guys-who-love-black-women-peep-the-best-couples-past-present/
http://styleblazer.com/71430/20-hot-white-guys-who-love-black-women-peep-the-best-couples-past-present/
http://www.aarp.org/travel/destinations/info-05-2012/waterfalls-fountains-nature-landscape.html
http://www.aarp.org/travel/destinations/info-05-2012/waterfalls-fountains-nature-landscape.html
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/143032/4yearold_survives_family_massacre_hidden
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/143032/4yearold_survives_family_massacre_hidden
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/143032/4yearold_survives_family_massacre_hidden
http://www.cntraveler.com/daily-traveler/2012/08/gay-couple-united-continental-baggage-sex-toy-incident-tsa-083012


James Herman Banning: First Black To Fly US Coast To Coast | Breaking News for Black America

http://newsone.com/2042414/j-herman-banning-aviator-1932/[9/20/2012 9:19:21 AM]

Conspiracy Theories TSA, Over Baggage Snafu: Will
It Work? (Condé Nast Traveler)

[?]

Comments

Add New Comment

Required: Please login below to comment.

Showing 5 comments

Sort by Popular now    Subscribe by email   Subscribe by RSS

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)

THIS story needs to BE in the history books...but unfortunately they ONLY got
LINBURGH..and I personally feel that he had that ONE baby killed because he was
NOT perfect, Haupman was INNIOCENT, and he denounced the U.S, even though
they SPOILED his butt after 1927, SMDH.......

This was an outstanding aviator and man. I honestly never heard of this brother. It is
so common to hear about the Tuskegee airmen that soon followed Mr. Banning. I
wonder if Banning would have joined the Tuskegee airmen team, had he lived. Thank
you Mr. Banning for your contributions and RIP.

Thank you also Newsone....
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Interesting and another part of American Black history and advancement made by
Blacks in the face of racism in America. Thank you Mr Banning for dispelling myths
and lies about Black Americans and for opening doors that folks should be taking
advantage of today.

Blacks and Africans have done much more than we know. We are taught the
history of Western civilization in this country which is the history of white people.

..cool..but sad
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